
 

 

Mrs. Houston’s Monday Memo 

 

Celebrate our Lions 
 

“While we are living in the present, we must celebrate life every day, knowing that we are 

becoming history with every work, every action, every deed.”-    Mattie Stepanek 

 

 



 

 

by Amber Houston on April 27, 2020 

 

Lexington Families,  

As Covid-19 has started to lose it’s sparkle, and seeped its way into becoming our 
“normal life”, I find myself wondering how long will this really last?  All experts 
weigh in on this stating this is our new normal and plan on very slow “re-entry” 
back to openings and gatherings.  If this saddens you---it saddens me too.  Some of 
us are more impacted by the disease and its ramifications than others; whether it 
be physical health, financial concerns, or loneliness of staying inside.   

I don’t have the answer and to be quite honest with you, I feel differently about it 
each day, sometimes each hour of each day.  I will say that practicing gratefulness 
has extremely brought light into my home and my mind.  I have felt very lucky to be 
home with my children during this time---getting to know them more, being 
present more, getting to watch them do their own online school, having more time 
for family meals and walking our dogs.  These are luxuries for me quite honestly 
and now they have become a daily gift.  And, driving home today after bringing my 
grandpa food and helping him with his tech and cell phone(besides being 85 and 
deaf---poor guy), I had a beautiful view of our California green hills, blue skies and 
warm weather.  Now don’t get me wrong, there have been some days that trying to 
participate in google meets with full attention that I have lost my cool when my 
boys are scootering around my house yelling, shooting each other with nerf guns 
and being surrounded by their constant mess. And the parents I have had to call 
and speak with that gets the overwhelming howl of my bloodhound wanting my 
attention.  I empathize for our 8th graders (my son being one), the seniors and all 
their families that miss the traditional milestones of life.  And for these moments, 
and I know you can all relate---I am still grateful for my life.  I am grateful for my 
profession and AUHSD family.  I encourage you to practice gratitude with your 
children-kindness, it’s contagious----pass it on! 

 

Unlimited Possibilities at Lexington Junior High School 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Also, 8th grade students and parents----please share with us your 
favorite snapshots and memories of Lexington.  Email them to 
hind_e@auhsd.us.  We are putting together a special and memorable 
montage to honor our 8th graders!   

 

 

mailto:hind_e@auhsd.us


 

Since there is so much time right now, 
how about buying some new books!  And 
it supports Lexington! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

AUHSD continues to serve meals for our students. 
Reference flyer at end of email for locations. Closest 
location for Cypress is at Kennedy High School, daily 
11-12pm. 

 

 

 



 

                                       THIS WEEK’S 
        TOP STORIES 

COVID-19 Projects  

Ms. Hind’s photo students are tableau vivant. She and her students run a very 
cool Instagram page called photographers.interrupted that posts daily photos 
and art during this time of crisis.  Below are some projects from  The Getty 
Museum Challenge: 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

She and her students have also continued to run Covid19 photos on their 
Instagram page called photographers.interrupted. 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mrs. Campbell’s Art classes has been busy cooking up meals for their families. 
Mrs. Harpst is so proud of these and all the efforts her students are making to 
help  

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Mrs. Cooley and Mrs. Naudin’s ELA classes are working on a Covid-19 project.   

Multi-Genre Project (MGP)-Naudin and Cooley 

To put together all of your thoughts, ideas, and experiences related to COVID-19, 
you will be creating a multi-genre project, or MGP.  

Creating an MGP is a way to tell an original story, share a personal experience, or 
otherwise share  information or ideas that you think are most important. 

 
Found Poems--Artifact 
 

April 9, 2020 
By Jason Lee 
 
Do you remember what happened? 
Those were the times of amazing grace when people came together with kindness and compassion to 
support each other.  
People came together with courage and beacons of hope both near and far to respond to these 
traumatic times. 
Together we will face this threat with love and care.  
Together we are committed to helping our community in these traumatic times.  
Together humanity has no barriers and love is limitless if we have the courage to embrace it.  
Together we can heal this fractured world.  
All things break and all things can be mended, so go  
The broken world awaits in darkness, for the light that is with us will flare.  
 
“Togetherness” by Erin Cho 
 
Protected New Surge 
“These aren’t numbers, they are our people.” 
Shared Spurring Calls 
Gathering Liberties  
Reflections  
Heated Stance 
“Let’s get it done and let’s get it right.” 
Call to actions 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
“A KEY TO HOPE” by Bhumi Chauhan 
To slow the spread of 
Covid-19 crisis, stay at home 
Strengthen social distancing  
Work together, the crisis will come to end  
Welcome students back to school in 2020 
Extended education through distance learning 
Strength community with safety concerns 
Support students to essential needs 
Miss you students and educators. 
 

 
 
 

By Trisha Lizardo 

My focus is about all the positivity happening on Earth right now. People tend to only look at the 

bad side of the world, and never remember the good things.  

 

It's key to put it in perspective and seek out the positive.  
Below the bright filling the world, giving peace of mind; 
animals, shops, small businesses are evolving.  
In times of crisis, young people are helping deliver groceries and 
neighbors are reaching out to those in need. 
We all need time to take a breath and remember that there is still so much 
good happening. 
 
 

 

https://www.elle.com/culture/career-politics/g31468289/good-news-stories-2020/


 

 
By Devipriya Nishadevi Ajith 
 

 
HOPE by Matthew Chen 
Hopefully, by the time we get to the summer 
Social distancing should be maintained 
We are not there yet 
The US will reach its highest daily number of deaths 
Yet there is hope that social distancing is working 
How amazing Americans are at adapting 
You want to make sure it stays that way 
 
 
 

 



 

By Saena Lee 

Music is hope 

Citizens feel connected 

Singing and dancing together 

Lovely songs together 

Something beautiful 

There will be  

a silver lining 

in dark times 

to bring people together. 

The resilience of the human spirit, 

making music together. 

 
Hope by Omar Sallam 

COVID-19 is spreading like wildfire 

And trust me these times it's not gonna get any brighter 

Just look at New York City 

With a total of 87028 cases and 4260 deaths 

That's a lot of last breaths 

If you want to save lives 

Then listen and stay inside 

Always keep in mind 

About the one always in sight 

We can get through this 

Without a single bliss 

But just listen and stay inside  

 



 

If you want to save lives. 

My School Space- Living Room by Minzy Kim  

 

I see the sofa, sitting still, its warm brown leathery patterns reflecting from the light 

I touch the plastic remote control, its rubbery buttons lighting up when I press on it 

I rumble around the warm wooden table drawers, looking for my gaming controller 

I see a huge painted wooden clock ticking and tocking from every passing second 

I touch the bright, freshly laid books nesting on the corner of the table 

I reach down to pet the soft and silky fur from my dogs, sitting calmly on their furry, 

unnecessarily colossal beds 

I see the old family photos, its old silver borders reflecting the memories of the past 

I touch the computer’s dark keys while doing school work 

I squeeze the puffy, bright pillows while watching a spooky horror movie. 

 

 



 

 
April 7th, 2020 
By Kayleen Fernandez 

My living room is my new homework space. Almost everything is the color brown 
which isn’t the best color for inspiration. During these strange times, it’s now the place I do 
everything related to school.  

I see my teal fuzzy blanket I use everyday while I do homework, and a pillow that’s 
always drooled on by my brother at 4:00 P.M. everyday. As I do my homework on the couch, 
I hear the TV ahead of me, specifically the news. “15 Deaths due to Coronavirus.” I touch the 
keys of my comforting laptop, the place where I do all my online homework, watch videos 
that brighten up my mood, and where I browse on Twitter sometimes. I look at my bright 
pink art box, where all the hidden inspiration lies. Filled with old drawings and unused art 
supplies, it’s another comforting place. Before being in quarantine, I just thought of it as an 
artbox. A simple pink box filled with old art I made years ago. Now, I treasure that box. When 
TV gets boring and I run out of videos to watch on YouTube, I browse at my old art. It makes 
me truly happy. I remember the time I found art enjoyable, making drawings for my friends, 
joining art competitions.  
 
Where I’m From Poems 
By Hannie Lee 
I am from my white desk 

From chromebooks and violins 
I am from practicing 
I am from spring greens 
I am from South Korea and Lee, 

From Eun Sook and Jung Heun 
And Jinnie 

I am from the preparedness and practice, 
From Korean nursery rhymes and Bible stories 

 



 

I am from Christianity 
I am from Anaheim and South Korea, 

Dongchimi (radish water kimchi) and brown rice 
From the Korean parents who immigrated to America to study abroad, 

The New York and determination 
I am from the pictures my mom painstakingly took to create into family albums 
 
Acrostic Poems: 
 
By Isabella Choi 
 
Eating lots during quarantine. 

BakiNg while I’m bored. 

Playing Just dance with my siblings. 

CoOking meals for my family. 

Taking mY dog on walks with my sister. 

PlayIng board games with my family. 

CrEating bracelets with my sister. 

Laughing at jokes. 

DoIng schoolwork on my bed. 

GrateFul to be healthy. 

RElaxing at home. 

 
By Velika Lee 
EveryonE is rushing to stock up on food, including my family. 
Many lines Are held to organize the amount of people. 
Most cusTomers are seen wearing masks, my parents say. 
Markets are only allowing a certain amount oF people at a time. 
My parents tell me that they’re always surprised whenever they 
see Only several people. 
Worried that we might nOt have enough to feed all 5 of us. 
To stay healthy and have energy, eat fooD! (but maybe not too 
much so that you run out quite quickly) 

 
 
 

 



 

 
Original Poems 
 
Covid-19  

By Chloe Mina 

 

 Crashed economies, broken health-care systems and emptied 

public spaces.  

separated people from their workplaces and their friends.  

disrupted modern society  

   on a scale that most living people have never witnessed 

 The rich, strong, developed america, 

the readiest of nations 

That  illusion has been shattered,  

Like world war II, 9/11 attacks, this pandemic has already imprinted 

nation's psyche 

It Failed  

 

So... 

       “ Now what?”.... 
    “What if”.... 

    ………. 

The COVID-19 situation 

Is without a doubt a horrible tragedy…. 

fear is what most of us feel 

      So, now what? 

Keeping positive 

 It Isn’t simply a ‘do-it-yourself’ project. For many, there is a community 

they can turn to, whether it’s family or friends, or a  church community or 

mosque, whatever it might be, … Leaning on those people who are about 

you, offers you real strength and resources for the day. 

 



 

Trust information from fact-based sources 

Ease your anxiety, fear... 

!HANG ONTO YOUR FAITH! 

!HAVE A POSITIVE OUTLOOK! 

 Keeping a positive mindset can go a long way in managing through the 

difficult time 

Have an attitude that looks for the positive optimistic,  

it's good  

it’s good for everyone’s mental health 

     millions of people are rising to the occasion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Ms. Larsen’s History and English students are creating a COVID-19 Multigenre 
Project where they choose how they want their voice to be heard.  Some students 
are using poetry, photography, theme collages, song paradise, and even writing 
letters to the Governor to make their voice heard and record how the 
coronavirus and social distancing has changed their life. 

 

 



 

 



 

Math Mania! 
 

7th grade has just finished a unit on Probability and Statistics.  Below I have shared two 
projects (one Probability, one Statistics about virus spread) Mr. McIver’s class did!  Students 
are just starting a unit on Constructing and Measuring (Geometry). 

8th grade is either finishing a unit on Pythagorean Theorem or starting the last unit on 
Exponents and Volume of 3D shapes. Mr. McIver’s 8th grade Honors also did an extra unit 
on Trigonometry not in our curriculum.  I have shared an example of that Clinometer 
project. 

All teachers are using Mathia, the online learning support that goes with our book.  Many 
teachers are also using Khan Academy as a supplement to the curriculum. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Schoology Conferences and Google Meets 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Congratulations to all our Cyberpatriot students who represented Lexington and 
AUHSD with our partnership with Cypress College.  They had a wonderful 
season.  Help me in applauding them and their advisor, Ms. Cummings on 
building their cyber safety skills. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Announcements and Information for 
School and District 

 

Since there is so much time right now, 
how about buying some new books!  And 
it supports Lexington! 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

  

 

 
 

 


