
 

 

Mrs. Houston’s Monday Memo 

 

Grateful & Thankful 
“When you practice gratefulness, there is a sense of respect toward others.” – 

Dalai Lama 

 

 

 



 

by Amber Houston on November 25, 2019 

 
It has hit us folks---the holiday season!  This week was a great reminder to be 
thankful for all that we have and all that we have in others.  I arrived home after my 
21 day East Asia Ambassador Journey with so much more appreciation and 
gratefulness for this amazing country, city and school that I call home.  I learned 
and experienced fantastic people, culture, food, schools and scenery---but there is 
truly no place like home.  I visited India, Vietnam, Myanmar, China and 
Japan---what I learned is that teachers, parents, students and schools are more 
similar than we think.  I experienced the congested parking lots with a happy 
principal directing traffic in Yangon, sat at a student desk in India with some “silly” 
words and drawings graffitied on it, overheard students taking selfies and talking 
about their favorite music in Japan and sat with endless parents that with a sense of 
almost desperation and uncertainty who only wanted to make sure they send their 
children to the best school and they felt that was in the USA.  It was funny to me 
how my worries and realities from 5,000 miles away were the same.  Education at 
the core is altruistic and selfless---and it can bring commonalities and 
understanding when you might think you are so different.  Kids are kids, Parents 
are parents, and Teachers are teachers---no matter in a small village outside HoChi 
Minh City Vietnam or in this small little city of Cypress.  We have so much to be 
thankful for.  I am grateful for this village and my tribe here at Lexington-Thank you 
and I hope you have an amazing Thanksgiving Holiday! 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Upcoming Student Activities & Reminders 

● 11/25-11/19:  Thanksgiving Break: No School. 
● 12/12/19:  Choir/Guitar Shows  
● 12/20/19: Deadline to apply for Tiger Woods Winter, 2020 Session 

   

The PTSA Spirit Store is open until December 1st and it will be delivered by December 18th.  

Click on the link below to get your cool merch! 

https://lexington365.itemorder.com  

 

 

Unlimited Possibilities at Lexington Junior High School 

 

https://lexington365.itemorder.com/


 

THIS WEEK’S 
        TOP STORIES 

LEXpectations Finishes Presentations 

Our counseling team finished up with their last classes this week giving 
presentations on our innovative and engaging activity called:  LEXpectations! 
Students are already on top of this and turning in their cards!  Parents, ask your 
student about their card and make sure you sign it once they’ve completed it!  The 
purpose of this activity is to expose, educate and engage your student to learn 
valuable skills in college exploration, career exploration and college/career skills. 
Students are free to complete the entire card, or at a minimum 10 items to be 
eligible for a special reward:  A college fieldtrip in the spring.  The vision of our 
district is: College and Career Ready, Learning with a Purpose. Just another way we 
are providing your student with UNLIMITED opportunities! We have a 
LEXpectations area in our Library for all forms and information! If your student 
wants to start now before their class counseling day---all paperwork and cards in 
the library COUNSELING CORNER! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

And the Band Played On 

Under the direction of our Mr. Graves, all levels of band presented their winter show this 
week in our gym.  Band Boosters were amazing with raffles and dinner!  We are so lucky to 
have a community that cares.  It was a night of students coming together in the name of 
music...and they were fabulous! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lion Paw Awards 

We held our monthly Lion Paw Awards this past Monday.  We honored 7th and 8th grade 
students with a PAW award, yard sign and certificate from Senator Ling Ling.  Not only 
that-they enjoyed a luncheon hosted by our ASB and Lexington Foundation with their 
parent and nominating teacher.  Our city and school rocks!  I love that we are painting the 
neighborhood blue with our amazing lions! 

 



 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 



 

Getting Thankful 

Mr. ASB Cornelius is such a nice dude-he rallied some kind volunteers to assist him in 
giving back to several amazing humans that serve our kids daily.  To celebrate kindness 
week-he organized a meal for them to celebrate them being to special to our school. 
Valentine our crosswalk and Chuck our school safety. We are grateful and thankful for you! 

Home Ec had five students come in at 6:45 to cook breakfast: Jenny Nguyen, Calvin Hirano, 
Jacob Lee,  Mahogany Stover, Betzy Quintanilla. 

 



 

 

 



 

Home Ec 

Young Living enjoyed practicing entertaining with the following lessons: 

Food Lab - Spaghetti w/ homemade marinara 

Skills-knife safety to mince garlic  

Place Settings-formal place setting for two 

    

      

   

   

 



 

Photo Gets Thankful 

Students in Ms. Hind’s photography class created a gratitude exhibit.  It had many viewers 
and support from our entire campus!   

 

 

 

 

  



 

PE and Athletics 

Here is a quick picture of our Fit Tip Friday student of the day!  She shared with us about 
healthy lifestyles on the morning announcements!  I love that our PE classes incorporate 
literacy into their very active class! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Perfect Attendance October 

We handed out Perfect Attendance Certificates today in period 7 classes for our students 
who had 100% attendance for the month of October!  Here is a quick picture of Ms. Hind’s 
Yearbook kids! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Announcements and Information for 
School and District 

 

 



 

 
Tiger Woods Learning Center 

Our Winter Application is now available. The Winter session is January 6-February 6. 
This will be a 5-week session and classes will be either on Mondays and Wednesdays or 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Attached is the Winter application. You can also use this link 
to get to the application. Deadline for Winter application is December 20, 2019. 

 
GYLA BELL 
Senior Director, Programs 
TGR Learning Lab | TGR Foundation – A Tiger Woods Charity 
  
P: 714.765.8000  
One Tiger Woods Way, Anaheim, CA 92801 
TGRFoundation.org  |  @TGRFound 

http://tgrfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2019/11/Winter-2020-Application-Final.pdf
http://tgrfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2019/11/Winter-2020-Application-Final.pdf


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

   

 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

   

 



 

Announcements and Information for 
Community and City 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 


