
 

 

Mrs. Houston’s Monday Memo 

 

Our Differences Make Us Stronger 
“Diversity: the art of thinking independently together." —Malcolm Forbes 

 

 

 



 

by Amber Houston on October 14, 2019 

 
Today at Lexington, the most diverse school in the AUHSD school district had an equally 
diverse group of leaders on campus coming together for the day to build community within the 
group and to brainstorm ideas on how to build bridges between all groups on Lexington’s 
campus to enrich the already awesome school culture. 
 
Here is what some of the students had to say… 
 
Question:  What are some hidden challenges students at Lexington may face? 
 

Home Environment 
Non-traditional home life, for example, divorced parents students go back and forth between 
two homes, students live in home with only one parent, students live with grandparents, or a 
student may be homeless. 
Student Anxiety/Depression 
Some students have anxiety or depression, but many do not. These challenges are hidden and 
on the inside and are not often seen by others around the ones suffering. 
Language Barriers 
Some students at Lexington are just learning English.  There are many different languages 
spoken at Lexington, at my old school it was mostly just English and Spanish 
 
Question:  What is a word or phrase that describes how you are feeling about today? 
Roller Coaster of Emotions, A lot More Fun than I thought it would be.  I felt safe talking 
about my opinions.  Well planned.  Fun.  It was fun and I have to know some new people. 
I had a lot of fun and I feel proud.  Interesting, fun and meeting a few new people.  I really 
enjoyed it and I will be back next time.  
 

 
 
 



 

 



 



 

PLEASE READ INFORMATION 
BELOW-YOUR LIFE JUST MIGHT 

DEPEND ON IT. 

 

  

 

 

 

805 deaths related to vaping. 
https://people.com/health/vaping-related-death-nebraska-national-total-15/  

 

https://people.com/health/vaping-related-death-nebraska-national-total-15/


 

 

 



 

Upcoming Student Activities & Reminders 
● Velocity Show Choir meets Mondays and Fridays after school. 
● Advanced Choir was selected to go to Knott's Berry Farm on November 20th! 
● 10/30:  The "Thriller" tradition will continue with a quad performance at 

lunch featuring Advanced Choir singing and a Flash Mob of dancers! 
● 10/17:  Mayoral Prayer Breakfast at Cypress Civic Center. 
● 10/21: Parent Academy 6-8pm. 
● 10/22:  DELAC at District Office. 
● 10/25:  Halloween Dance and Maze 2:30-4:00pm. 
● 10/26:  Saturday Academy 8-12noon.  Kindness Acts! 
● 10/28:  Red Ribbon Week. Lion Paw Awards: Invite only. 
● 11/1: Dia de los Muertos MPR. 
● 11/4:  Parent Academy 6-8pm. 
● 11/5:  Coffee with the Principal. 
● 11/6:  Band Spectacular @ Glover Stadium. 
● 11/11:  Veteran’s Day-No School. 
● 11/16:  Saturday Academy 8-12noon. 
● 11/18:  Lion Paw Awards: Invite Only. 
● 11/20:  Choir at Knott’s Berry Farm. 
● 11/21:  Band Concert. 
● 11/25-11/19:  Thanksgiving Break: No School. 
● Parents-the website email links are NOT working.  Please manually type in 

emails if need be.  I will notify you when they have been fixed. Apologies! 

 

The  Special Education Department chose CONFIDENCE as their focus word of the 
year! 



 

THIS WEEK’S 
       TOP STORIES 

AUHSD Career Tech Pathway Event 

Manufacturing Day is a celebration of modern manufacturing meant to inspire the next 
generation of manufacturers. Manufacturing Day occurred last Friday. CMTC was proud to 
co-sponsor this event so that students, parents and educators from throughout California 
can learn about how the latest technologies have changed the manufacturing industry and 
created new opportunities and career paths for anyone interested in finding an exciting, 
high-paying and rewarding career.  We took around 40 students on this day of hands on 
learning!  Thank you to Ms. Cummings for heading up this event!  And thank you to AUHSD 
for providing multiple avenues for our students to find success! 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Spelling Bee 2019---Lexington Students Move on to District Finals 

The winners are:   

7th graders: 8th graders: 

1st = Velika Lee 1st = Jay Mehta 

2nd = Matthew Poemoceah 2nd = Nicole Frigillana 

3rd = Nathan Chung 3rd = Taha Babuji 

And a huge thank you to our English Department and our Cypress Kiwanis for being 
present and sponsoring our event every year! 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Fall Sports and PE 

Lexington has two teachers, Mrs. Shandy and Mr. Scanlon, who recently helped lead the all 
district PE inservice day.  Yep, we have two rock star lead learners here at Lexington 
making PE fun!  Below you can see some pictures of Scanlon’s class doing a rock paper 
scissor context which involves racing, running and competing.  I love the vision of this 
department which is making fitness fun---then you don’t even know you are working out!   

 



 

 

 

 



 

Choir Corner 

Our dance and choir students are gearing up for the spooky season with learning the 
classic:  THRILLER! Other pictures below show some stop secret Velocity preparation and 
practice for Christmas Show! 

 

Velocity Show Choir meets Mondays and Fridays after school 

Dance Crew Tuesday after school 

Advanced Choir was selected to go to Knott's Berry Farm on November 20th! 

The "Thriller" tradition will continue with a quad performance at lunch on October 
30th featuring Advanced Choir singing and a Flash Mob of dancers! 



 

 

 

 



 

 Our Teachers Lead with PRIDE 

We had four Lexington teachers step up and lead the rest of our district in professional 
development at our all district inservice day.  Mrs. Cooley, Mr. Rae, Mr. Perales and Mr. 
Jones all presented at this day at Anaheim High School.  I am so proud of these teachers, 
who stepped outside of their comfort zone, and led with passion and confidence for all to 
see! 

 



 

Photo 

Photography students have been learning about black and white photography.  They took 
advantage of the windy day to practice using principles of composition in monochrome. 

 

 

 

 



 

Announcements and Information for 
School and District 

FBLA: New Club! 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

TIGER WOODS LEARNING LAB 
 

We are currently registering students for our Fall 2 session which is from November 4 – 
December 12. This will be a 5-week session and classes will be either on Mondays and 
Wednesdays or Tuesdays and Thursdays. Attached is the Fall 2 application. You can also 
access it from our website using this link:http://bit.ly/TGRLLFall2App19. Deadline for Fall 2 
application is October 25, 2019. 
We will be offering a new class during this session: STEM & Photography. This class was 
piloted in our summer program and it was a huge hit with the students. We also revised our 
College Bound class and renamed it, Exploring Higher Education. We are now offering this 
class to students in grades 10-12. In this class, students will explore the different options that 
are available to them after high school graduation, and help them understand the benefits of 
higher education. 
I am excited to announce that we have new staff member, Tarica Jackson, who will be our 
Student Support Manager and will be overseeing all of our recruitment efforts. If you are 
interested in having her come out for staff/parent meetings, lunchtime tables or classroom 
presentations, please email her attjackson@tgrfoundation.org. 
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Announcements and Information for 
Community and City 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 


