
 

 

Mrs. Houston’s Monday Memo 

 

Our Future is Bright in AUHSD 
“Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who prepare 

for it today" —MalcomX 

 

 

 



 

by Amber Houston on October 7, 2019 

 
College Week 2019 was a success! We had College Bingo where students had to ask                             
their teachers fun questions about college to score a BINGO, we had our banner                           
pledge at lunch, cap and gown pictures of or future selves, Coffee with our                           
Counselors, English classes delivered “The Pledge” lesson and our AUHSD College                     
and Career Fair. A huge thank you to our counselors and English teachers who                           
have helped in making this event so meaningful for our campus! Our schools in                           
AUHSD offer so much more than just a pathway to college---but also tech careers,                           
trade schools, and direct to the job force. For more information check out the                           
AUHSD website to see what each junior high and high school provides in the way of                               
exclusive pathways. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 

   

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

PLEASE READ INFORMATION 
BELOW-YOUR LIFE JUST MIGHT 

DEPEND ON IT. 

 

  

 

 

 

805 deaths related to vaping. 
https://people.com/health/vaping-related-death-nebraska-national-total-15/  

 

https://people.com/health/vaping-related-death-nebraska-national-total-15/


 

 

 



 

Upcoming Student Activities & Reminders 
● Homework Club, Monday-Thursday weekly 2:30-3:30pm in Library. 
● 10/7:  No School-Teacher Inservice. 
● 10/7:  Spelling Bee 2:30pm. 
● 10/11:  OC Bridges Retreat-8-2:20pm Room 904. 
● 10/12: Dance Crew also on Saturday, Oct. 12th for Academy. 
● 10/17:  Mayoral Prayer Breakfast at Cypress Civic Center 
● 10/22:  Red Ribbon Week. 
● Parents-the website email links are NOT working.  Please manually type in 

emails if need be.  I will notify you when they have been fixed. Apologies! 

 

 

The  Math Department chose FOCUS as their focus word of the year! 
 



 

 
THIS WEEK’S 
TOP STORIES 

Lion Paw Awards 

We held our first Lion Paw Awards this past Monday.  It was a fruitful day of celebrating 
some amazing LIONS that excelled in our vision:  Communication, Ownership and 
Relevancy---Or AUHSD’s vision, Unlimited You.  Teachers from each department selected 
the students who received our Paw Award and a Certificate of Merit from Senator Ling 
Ling’s office.  They also got to take home a flashy yard sign stating they are student of the 
month.  What made this day special was that we secretly invited their parents and teachers 
to enjoy a PTSA sponsored lunch with each student.  It was a great day of building 
community.  I would like to recognize our FaCES, Jonathan Barba who was a rock star that 
put in the work for a successful event! 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Science Corner 

Students were given the task of designing, engineering, and building their own versions of 
balloon (forced air) powered car. They were allowed any materials they would like to 
use...their imaginations were the only limitations. The students did fantastically with their 
cars and learned plenty! The purpose of this exercise was to show Newton's Laws of 
Physics and how they relate to most everything we do in life. They correlated the 3 Laws 
with the car they built and showed the significance of Sir Isaac Newton's Laws! It was great 
to see them have fun with this project. It was significant hearing them discuss what they 
would do differently next time! THAT is engineering at its best! 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Fall Sports and PE 

Lexington brought home the gold---because #lexisbest@everything.  Congratulations to 
our tennis team who aced every school in our district!  Coaches, Cornelius and Cummings, 
stepped up and not only coached these kids on the court but also in life!  8th grade girls 
volleyball and 8th grade football also brought home the undefeated championship title. 
Our 7th grade volleyball and 7th grade football came in a very close second even going into 
overtime.  Wonderful efforts and representation of being a Lexington Lion. 
Congratulations to all teams and appreciation to all coaches who spent so much time, 
energy and heart into making these teams amazing! 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Choir Corner 

Congratulations to Lexington Velocity Show Choir 2019-20. Under the creative genius of 
our fabulous, Cherie Batinga! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ASB Brings the Spirit 

Mr. Cornelius has already started getting our campus in the spirit of this fall season---we 
hosted our Halloween Haunt monsters this past week who got a hoot out of scaring our 
students at lunch.  The monster also judged our gut munch noontime event hosted by our 
ASB students.  Our ASB makes it their job to get everyone involved , creating an 
environment where EVERYONE BELONGS.  Way to go kids!  Stay tuned for information on 
our Halloween Dance and Maze---it is an event not to be missed!   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Home Ec Eats Like a Family 

Home Ec has figured out how to build relationships----and it is through food!  When you 
think about it, food and drink bring all peoples and cultures together.  I love how it does 
that.  Students have been bringing in food and creating “family style” meals for their 
classmates!  These kids even stay in at lunch enjoying the food and atmosphere.  Thank you 
Home Ec for building kindness and compassion---the 5th C! 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lunch Gets HOT! 

Under the direction of Jamie Alvin, our cafeteria is putting in some extra blood, sweat and 
tears to bring some HOT  HOT  HOT food to your kids.  Every Thursday they will be 
bringing out the BBQ and serving up fresh burgers.  The kids are loving it---and let me tell 
you, it smells better than In and Out!  It has also allowed our students to meet more of our 
Lexington Food Staff---who are so passionate about serving kids!  On Friday, we will be 
serving Dominoes Pizza.  Let’s be honest, Fridays are meant for delicious pizza!  Unlimited 
choices for our students to choose from on our daily menu! 

  

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Teachers Still Learn 

Teachers somehow are always life long learners---they love learning new things and new 
ways to reach our students.  Every Tuesday we meet at a full staff or department to develop 
ideas, reflect on lessons and look at student work.  This past week our Lesson Design 
Coach, Mr. Perales highlighted and reminded us of ACADEMIC LANGUAGE.  This is so 
important to teach our students how to speak in specific ways based on their environment. 
For example, in the classroom our teachers should be explicitly teaching the soft skill on 
how to speak in Academic Language----instead of students saying, “Huh?”  The more 
appropriate response would be, “Excuse me, Would you repeat that again?”  It could also 
look like a full class dialogue where students are able to digest what their peer said before 
them, and use transition like “and building off of what Sally said, I agree and in chapter four 
it supports that.”   

We also have a Leadership Team that has been working hard on our drivers, the 5 C’s: 
Communication, Collaboration, Critical Thinking, Creativity and Character. We meet two 
times a month to build our capacity as leaders!  We will be publicizing soon our Vision Day 
in January where we will be inviting not only all of staff, bt students, parents and 
community members! 

 

 



 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Photo 

In Photo, students are making PSA’s about the health risks of smoking and vaping.  They 
looked at how photos are used in print PSA’s, then did research on the dangers of tobacco 
abuse, storyboarded their photos, and then took the pictures.  These PSA’s will be printed 
and displayed on campus for Red Ribbon Week!  Which is coming up at the end of October! 

 

 

 

 



 

ACE Shaking it Up 

I am proud to announce that our ACE, Achieving Creative Excellence, has grown to more 
than 50 Lexington students this year and roughly 15 teacher mentors.  ACE started around 
5 years ago with a small select group of around 10-15 students and through each year and 
the amazing products, this program has grown to 53!  Ms. Hind is the mastermind behind 
this program that partners up students who have creative long term projects  in all subject 
areas (especially VAPA), with a mentor teacher who coaches and meets with them outside 
the school day to guide them to a finished product by the end of the year.  We have had 
students write novels, create scores of music and masterpieces of fine art.  Congratuations 
to the students below who have challenged themselves to ACE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Did You Know 

Our AUHSD family and Lexington specifically  have a strong international exchange 
program.  This past week we were visited by 39 students from China.  love that education 
and putting students first transcends over oceans and countries.  These students from 
China were partnered up with our Lexington students.  You can see below our opening and 
closing day activities---in addition all of the fun classes, noontime events, athletic 
tournaments, college fair and more that they shared together.  Such a rewarding 
experience for all!  It makes the world a little bit smaller yet opens our hearts bigger! 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Junior High Mentors our Elementary Neighbor 

Mrs. Cooley took a group of our English students to our neighbor, Arnold Elementary and 
read books to them.  These students were amazing role models for our future lion cubs! 
Thank you Mrs. Cooley for taking our students to the next level and letting them practice 
and show off their skills in communication, collaboration and character! 

 

 

 

 



 

Announcements and Information for 
School and District 

 

 



 

PTSA Reflections 

PTSA’s annual Reflections Contest has begun!  Come to the main office to grab information 
and details! This is a great way to express yourself creatively in all areas of the arts.  Dance, 
Film, Literature, Music, Photography and Visual Arts!  The deadline for submission is friday 
October 11th. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

TIGER WOODS LEARNING LAB 
 

We are currently registering students for our Fall 2 session which is from November 4 – 
December 12. This will be a 5-week session and classes will be either on Mondays and 
Wednesdays or Tuesdays and Thursdays. Attached is the Fall 2 application. You can also 
access it from our website using this link:http://bit.ly/TGRLLFall2App19. Deadline for Fall 2 
application is October 25, 2019. 
We will be offering a new class during this session: STEM & Photography. This class was 
piloted in our summer program and it was a huge hit with the students. We also revised our 
College Bound class and renamed it, Exploring Higher Education. We are now offering this 
class to students in grades 10-12. In this class, students will explore the different options that 
are available to them after high school graduation, and help them understand the benefits of 
higher education. 
I am excited to announce that we have new staff member, Tarica Jackson, who will be our 
Student Support Manager and will be overseeing all of our recruitment efforts. If you are 
interested in having her come out for staff/parent meetings, lunchtime tables or classroom 
presentations, please email her attjackson@tgrfoundation.org. 
 

 

http://bit.ly/TGRLLFall2App19
mailto:attjackson@tgrfoundation.org


 

 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Announcements and Information for 
Community and City 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 
 


