
 

 

Mrs. Houston’s Monday Memo 

 

Opportunities Are Out There 
“Choose a job you love, and you will never have to work a day in your life." 

—Confucius 

 

 

 

 

 



 

by Amber Houston on September 30, 2019 

 
This week was a busy one---forgive me for the many pages ahead, but there are too                               
many good things not to share! We start our official college week next week!                           
There will be some fun activities for your students to do and get some prizes for                               
exploring and pledging to be the best they can be! A huge thank you to our                               
counselors who have helped in making this event so meaningful for our campus!                         
They have also visited every history classroom delivering our first counseling                     
guidance lessons!   
 

    



 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

Upcoming Student Activities & Reminders 
● Homework Club, Monday-Thursday weekly 2:30-3:30pm in Library. 
● 9/30: Velocity Show Choir auditions for all current choir members. After 

school in room 101. See Mrs. Batinga for more info. 
● 9/30-10/4:  Exchange program from China  AND  College Week 9/30-10/4. 
● 9/30: Lion Paw Awards-Invite only in MPR Lunch. 
● 10/1:  Sports after school-Home And Coffee Chat at 9am in Library. 
● 10/1:  Best Dance Crew 2:30-3:30pm Room 101 (Every Tuesday thereafter) 
● 10/2:  Sports Championship Games-Home  AND College&Career Fair at 

5-8pm Anaheim Convention Center. 
● 10/4:  Minimum Day dismissal at 12:15pm-END OF QUARTER. 
● Parents-the website email links are NOT working.  Please manually type in 

emails if need be.  I will notify you when they have been fixed. Apologies! 

 

The Main Office Team chose KIND as their focus word of the year! 



 

THIS WEEK’S 
TOP STORIES 

Perfect Attendance 

Families---you are rock stars!  We had over 900 students receive perfect attendance since 
the start of school.  As you know attendance is so important and valuable to student 
learning and success.  So much is taught in each school day and when your student is not 
here they are sorely missed by our Lexington Family!  Congratulations to our Perfect 
Attendance students and to their families that get them here and model how important just 
showing up is!   

 



 

Fall Sports and PE 

A huge shout out to all the Fall Sports coaches and students! We have been having fun out 
there on the courts and fields!  ICongratulations to all our teams that had victories over 
South and Dale junior high schools this week!  Our intramural tournaments against our 
fellow AUHSD junior high schools will continue next week with some home games!. 
Goodluck and I can’t wait to see you all out there bringing home the gold to the PRIDE. 
Schedules are posted on our website...also check in on social media for up to date info! 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Band Gets Real 

Mr. Graves and his band have been preparing for some pretty big events this week!  On 
Friday night they played with the high school band at the Varsity Football Game.  On 
Saturday night, they went the baseball route and performed at Angel Stadium at the 
Anaheim Angels Baseball Game.  Lexington and the city of Cypress have a wonderful 
comprehensive music department that truly prepares them for any type of career in band 
for the future!  Congrats! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Choir and Dance 

Choir is preparing for Show Choir auditions and their 2019-2020 performance set.  I will let 
them make the debut---but I have secret info and it is amazing!!!  Get excited and stay 
tuned!  Also under the creative spirit of Mrs. Batinga, our dance crew is also on its way to 
getting things going. This week they will be choosing tshirts and routines.  VAPA is in full 
swing! 

 

 



 

#BeKind21 

I would like to highlight this kind young gentleman: Xavier Ybarra.  He really took to heart 
our kindness challenge for the day last week-help a peer by carrying their “load”---here 
you can see him carrying backpacks for peers on their way to class.  I love that our 
students are trying some new things that promote a positive school culture!   

The second picture is of some students introducing themselves to each other after I read 
the kindness challenge of the day: Step out of your comfort zone and make a new friend!  I 
love it!  Seems easy, but how often do we see the same people every day and not go 
through the effort of getting to know them! 

 @ladygaga @btwfoundation #lexingtonlions 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Home Economics 

Home Ec was bus this week cooking up some delicious calzones!  Under the leadership of 
Mrs. Harpst,she is the master chef in her kitchen!  These students were so pumped that 
they stayed in at lunch to continue cooking!  And boy was there a handsome reward of hot, 
yummy and fulfilling calzones! 

 



 

 



 

ASB Gets Spooky 

Folks if you students have been asking for money for Halloween Haunt---well, it is because 
ASB is selling discounted tickets at lunch time.  See dates and prices in picture below.  We 
do not have school on Friday, October 7---so that Thursday night ticket is well worth it 
since your student does not  have to get up the next morning.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Social Science 

Constitution Day is September 16 and to celebrate this day Lexington was able to host the 
OC Constitutional Rights Foundation in Ms. Larsen's history classes.  Lawyers from the 
foundation came and led lesson discussion on several Supreme Court Cases that deal with 
teens and the First Amendment.  Students enjoyed seeing how our court system works 
through real-life examples that were brought to the Supreme Court by kids just like them. 

   

 

  



 

Saturday Academy 

Mrs. Estanislao hosted our Saturday Academy last weekend.  It centered around 
KINDNESS. They painted kindness rocks---keep your eyes open for these hidden gems to 
bring smiles.  They also made blankets for people in need and got in a little exercise in the 
gym.  Ms. Cummings had a large group of kids participating at Cypress College in our 
CyberSecurity program.  Thank you teachers for working Saturdays to enrich our students! 
Our next Saturday Academy is on October 12 and will be a dance session and possibly a 
study hall style tutoring session.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Photo 

In Photo, students are making PSA’s about the health risks of smoking and vaping.  They 
looked as how photos are used in print PSA’s, then did research on the dangers of tobacco 
abuse, storyboarded their photos, and then took the pictures.  These PSA’s will be printed 
and displayed on campus for Red Ribbon Week! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ELA 8 

In Mr. Davis and Ms. Cooley’s Book Club Classes---Students were sharing their "Where I'm 
From" poems they wrote, pretending to be a character in the book they had read this 
month. Most importantly, eighth graders were talking with seventh graders about the 
books they are both reading and expressing JOY (the English Department focus word for 
the year!). Additionally, many students discovered new books to put on their "To Read List". 

In other ELA 8 classes-they are reading the memoir of Anne Frank.  Using UCI pathways 
Cognitive Strategies, they have been getting inside the heads of the real characters and 
writers and essentially walking in their shoes.  These strategies not only are content area 
standards and skills,  but also teaching real life ideas like empathy and compassion.  I loved 
listening to the students in Ms. Diaz class use academic language in dialogues with 
eachother.  She is explicitly teaching not only theme and characterization, but also the soft 
skills like proper and academic language appropriate for the classroom. 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

History Gets Constructive 

Mrs. Wilson and Mrs. Rieger’s classes have been busy working to organize examples of the 7 
Principles of the Constitution of the United States.  And Wilson’s 7th graders got to use 3-D 
glasses to take some multidimensional notes on the Fall of the Roman Empire.  Don’t you 
love how our teachers make stuff fun for the kids while at the same time soaking up all this 
historical information! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Did You Know 

Our AUHSD family and Lexington specifically  have a strong international exchange 
program.  This past week we were visited by 25 principals and their Superintendent.  I love 
that education and putting students first transcends over oceans and countries.  They 
loved Mr. Pfeiffer and Mr. Dorosky---who gave a fun presentation and tour of our school. 
Next week we will have 35 students from China that will be partnered up with our 
Lexington students.  Such a rewarding experience for all!  It makes the world a little bit 
smaller yet opens our hearts bigger! 

 



 

Announcements and Information for 
School and District 

 

 



 

PTSA Reflections 

PTSA’s annual Reflections Contest has begun!  Come to the main office to grab information 
and details! This is a great way to express yourself creatively in all areas of the arts.  Dance, 
Film, Literature, Music, Photography and Visual Arts!  The deadline for submission is friday 
October 11th. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

TIGER WOODS LEARNING LAB 
 

We are currently registering students for our Fall 2 session which is from November 4 – 
December 12. This will be a 5-week session and classes will be either on Mondays and 
Wednesdays or Tuesdays and Thursdays. Attached is the Fall 2 application. You can also 
access it from our website using this link:http://bit.ly/TGRLLFall2App19. Deadline for Fall 2 
application is October 25, 2019. 
We will be offering a new class during this session: STEM & Photography. This class was 
piloted in our summer program and it was a huge hit with the students. We also revised our 
College Bound class and renamed it, Exploring Higher Education. We are now offering this 
class to students in grades 10-12. In this class, students will explore the different options that 
are available to them after high school graduation, and help them understand the benefits of 
higher education. 
I am excited to announce that we have new staff member, Tarica Jackson, who will be our 
Student Support Manager and will be overseeing all of our recruitment efforts. If you are 
interested in having her come out for staff/parent meetings, lunchtime tables or classroom 
presentations, please email her attjackson@tgrfoundation.org. 
 

 

http://bit.ly/TGRLLFall2App19
mailto:attjackson@tgrfoundation.org


 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Announcements and Information for 
Community and City 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 
 


