
 

 

Mrs. Houston’s Monday Memo 

 

Fun is the Name of the Game! 
"Children want the same things we want. To laugh, to be challenged, to be entertained, and delighted." 

Dr. Suess 

 

 



 

by Amber Houston on August 26, 2019 

This week was full of fun and progress! I love when routines start to establish and the staff, 
students and classes start to feel like home.  Then I have to go and change it all up with the 
massive master schedule change due to increase in enrollment. My sincerest apologies. 
This was not good for anyone-but it had to be done.  I can honestly say I have gotten only 
one or two students come to me about being unhappy.  Which means----you have some 
resilient and positive kids that are awesome at adapting to change and open to new things! 
That is a huge compliment!   Continue to stay up to date on information by reading the 
Monday Memo, checking us out on social media and getting connected on Aeries and 
Schoology!   

 

I am Isaiah Alexis’ grandmother.  As a grandparent, you worry that your grandchild 

isn’t getting a top-notch, quality education.  When I came to the Parent Learning Walk 

on Monday, my worries were put to rest. I observed the teachers and students working 

together to make their educational experience one that will benefit the teacher and 

the student.  In each class, the teacher made the lessons interactive. When lessons are 

interactive this enables students to work on their collaboration skills as well 

academic knowledge. I was impressed with the research that the students were doing in 

the history class, using primary source documents to write their essays.  Another great 

practice I observed was the students incorporating technology in each classroom.  This 

will definitely prepare them for high school and beyond.   

-Gwen Alexis  

 



 

Upcoming Student Activities & Reminders 
● 1st quarter sports: Boys, Flag Football, Tennis. Girls, Volleyball. Listen for 

announcements in morning. Monday -Friday 2:30-4:00pm.   
● Homework Club, Monday-Thursday weekly 2:30-3:30pm in Library. 
● Club Rush: Friday, August 23 @lunch in the MPR. Students can check out all the 

clubs we have on campus! 
● Make-up ID/School pictures: 9/5 in PE classes. 
● Saturday Academy, 9/9/19, 8-12 noon. 

Upcoming Parent information & Events 
● No School 9/2 Monday:  Labor day 
● Coffee with the Principal, Tuesday 9/3 
● Saturday Academy, 9/7/19, 8-12 noon. 
● PTSA: The Spirit Store will be open on Sunday (today) for people to purchase items. 

We won’t open the store again until December so make sure to get your spirit wear 
needs met now!!  We have socks, hats, tumblers, shirts and sweatshirts!!  Items will 
be delivered to the students’ classrooms at the end of September. If you already 
purchased items they will be delivered the week of the 26th to the students in their 
classes. https://lexington365.itemorder.com/sale 

 

 

The Math department chose BOOK as their focus word of the year! 
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THIS WEEK’S 
TOP STORIES 

Dance Goes Crew 

Ms. Stewart our dance and English 8HP teacher has taken a position at Cypress High 
School.  She will be greatly missed, but we are all so happy that she is taking this leap 
towards developing as an educator!  We had to collapse her dance sections, which was 
painful and hard to do as I know how many students love this class.  However, our amazing 
choir/guitar teacher Mrs. Batinga, has figured out how to keep these dancers involved.  We 
are in the process of hiring a professional dance teacher to come after school and work 
with our dance students.  Please stay tuned for information on when this will start!  Mrs. 
Batinga has also opened up her class to the dancers and vows to utilize their talents in her 
shows!  Thank you! 

 

 

 



 

Math Spotlights 

Math has geared up and already breaking into the curriculum.  Here are some pictures 
from our classes using manipulatives to analyze size, shape and area of a circle.  8th Grade 
is working on geometric transformation.  I would also like to introduce our long term sub, 
Michelle Song, who is a Lexington alumni who is stepping in for Mrs. Bernhard while she is 
a teacher on special assignment at Cypress first semester. 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ASB Leadership Day 

Every Monday we show our college and career going pride by wearing our college shirts! 
On Fridays we wear Lexington gear for school pride!  But this Friday we wore ALOHA attire 
for our Back to School Aloha Celebration to PRIDE ohana! 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Back to School Night  

What a cool night to get to meet teachers and each other while walking in the shoes of 
your student. We had over 700 people attend BTSN 2019.  Thank you for your support! 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Social Studies Spotlight 

Mrs. Wilson’s social studies classes really got in touch with the 5Cs (specifically 
communication and collaboration) while working on their vocabulary for the next unit!  

7th Grade started with a geography review and will then embark on ROME.  8th grade 
started with a review of the colonies and American Revolution. 

 

 



 

Band 

Yesterday, all of our beginners were finally issued their instruments.  Today is their first 
day to play in class. Before that, all of our period 1 Advanced Band students volunteered 
their time after school to come out and mentor our beginners, giving them their first lesson 
in making sounds and providing them with a head start to their first day playing in class! It 
was a great peer tutoring and leadership session!  

We also wanted to thank all of the community members who came out to support the band 
by dining out at Rubio's this past week - it was a big success! 

 

 



 

Schoology Experts 

Schoology is our new PowerSchool/Haiku---it is a wonderful education resource for 
teachers, students and parents.  Many teachers post their assignments and resources to 
this website.  Every student has a log in (gmail account and PW). This is a great way for 
parents to stay connected and really know if your child has homework or not! Lol  PArents 
you log on with your student’s email/password.  If you have trouble -contact 
larsen_s@auhsd.us.  Susan Larsen, our tech coach.  Below are a team of teachers who 
trained all day on how to make this school wide and amazing! 
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Speech Class ⅞ Grade 

Speech a quarter long elective class for every 7th grader and 8t graders can take it has a full 
year elective.  I love this class-it is ran with so much student voice and choice.  They take 
ownership of their learning. This week I got to visit it twice---one was especially fun being 
a “shark” as we modeled the show shark tank with students’ business proposals in 
inventions they created with their team.  5Cs truly in play here! Mrs. Heck has created an 
award winning program. But don’t worry if your student did not take these classes-they 
can still join Speech and Debate Team after school! 

  

  



 

  

 

Home Ec/Young Living 

Did you know that we have an amazing ASB led by award winning Mr. Cornelius.  This class 
is compiled of our leaders who went through an extensive interview process last year. 
Introducing our 2019 ASB cabinet---congratulations ladies! 

  

 

 

 



 

Announcements and Information for 
School and District 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Announcements and Information for 
Community and City 

 



 



 



 

 



 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 
 


