
 

 

Mrs. Houston’s Monday Memo 

 

Choir is Number 1... 
#LEXCELLENCE 

 

 

 



 

by Amber Houston on May 14, 2018 

 

Our Velocity Show Choir students brought up 1st place, Best Showmanship, and 
Best Musicianship! 

I am so proud of these kids and our awesome Mrs. Batinga!  I can say so much 
more-but I think it appropriate to share a comment by one of our parents who says 
it best--- 

“You have an incredible Choir Instructor! Yes, the kids sure earned their second 1st 
Place Competition trophy and Outstanding Musicianship and Performance Skills 
plaques by giving it their all but Mrs. Batinga’s stellar leadership and directorship 
was the key to their success. How she managed such a large group of kids with 
such patience and persistence, I’ll never know. My girls have learned more than 
performance skills from her. They highly respect her and will never forget their 
time in her classes and Performance and Show Choir!” 

 

  

 

 



 

Important Upcoming Dates: 
NO LATE START THE REMAINDER OF THE YEAR!!! 

● Make Up Math State tests May 14/15. 
● Scholar Athlete Dinner, May 14 5pm at Kennedy Performing Arts Center. 
● Concert on the Green, Band in our quad, May 16, 6pm. 
● Lunch with a Lion, May 17. 
● Lion Awards, May 17 6pm Gym. 
● Yearbook Distribution May 22. 
● 8th Grade Party, May 24 (during school day). 
● Minimum Day 12:10, last day of school----Thursday May 24th! 

*** Attention PARENTS*** 

-Administration will be speaking to all 8th grade classes on Monday and Tuesday of 
next week and making announcements every morning on morning announcements 
about 8th grade privileges.  We want to provide a transparent, clear and consistent 
message to you and your students that 8th grade activities is a privilege.  Every 8th 
grader has that privilege right now-but discipline issues arising from here on out 
could potentially prevent 8th graders from participating in these activities. 

 

 

Yearbooks were pre-sold from August to December.  An extremely 
limited number of yearbooks will be sold at lunch on 5/22 on a 
first-come, first-serve basis.  Cost is $60, cash only.  To purchase, 
students will need a school ID, and they must have taken care of all 
cafeteria and library fees, and all books and band instruments must 
have been turned in. 

 

 



 

Academic pentathlon 

After the studying...stressing and final competition…..Here are the ultimate results for 
Pentathlon: 

17 individual medals (7th and 8th grade combined) 

2 Team medals (7th grade - Super quiz 4th Place and Overall Team 4th Place) 

7th Grade: 

Shruti Singh - 1st Place Lang/Lit, 3rd Place Fine Art, 4th Place Social Science, 3rd Place Ind. Overall 

Jayant Madhi - 4th Place Fine Art 

Bianca Alcantara - 2nd Place lang/Lit 

Rivers Stout - 2nd Place Fine Art, 4th Place Math, 4th Place Science, 4th Place Ind. Overall 

Abraham Saleh 

Katelyn Tavis - 3rd Place math 

Anisa Abdull - 3rd Place Lang/Lit 

8th Grade: 

Nhu Nguyen 

Natalie Kim - 1st Place Lang/Lit, 3rd Place math, 3rd Place Science 

Arshia Bose 

Amber Galante - 4th Place Lang/Lit 

Sidrah Trad - 3rd Place Math 

 



 

This Week’s 
TOP STORIES 

Meridian Scholarships 

I am happy to announce that our amazing 8th grade student, Natalie Kim, has won 
a district award sponsored by Meridian Link (a corporate sponsor).  Please help me 
on congratulating this awesome young lady!  And thank you to Mrs. Dunham who 
nominated her! She was recognized at the AUHSD Board Meeting this past week! All 
recipients were chosen as a result of their entrepreneurship spirit and creative 
mindset.  Tim Nguyen, CEO of Meridian Link was present to award these amazing 
students and spoke about the 5 C’s that our district promotes, which is also his 
business vision! 

   

Natalie has participated in the school’s Science Fair competition. Her project focused on cyber security, 
specifically encryptions. The general overview of her work was utilizing a programming language called Python 
as a decoder/encoder for a specific type of cryptography called Caesar Cipher (a type of encryption that shifts 
letters multiple times in order for plaintexts to be hidden). The objective was to see if the length of a text would 
affect the time it took to cipher. With this question in mind, Natalie formulated a hypothesis stating that it would 
not matter whether an encrypted message was long or short, the program she wrote would automatically show 
the results. Using Python allowed her to efficiently organize her scripts and execute them when working with 
Caesar Ciphers. She conducted the experiment by testing her program on six different encrypted texts that were 
categorized into long and short messages. The examples were further broken down by word and character 
count. At the conclusion of her research, the data showed that all nine trials had disproved her hypothesis. The 
cipher of longer texts had slower averages times, while the shorter examples were completed more quickly. 
Based on her investigations, Natalie came to three conclusions: First, the results were contradictory to her 
expected outcome. Second, she realized that Caesar Ciphers were not as secure as she had believed them to be. 
Third, Natalie deduced that it would be easier for hackers to retrieve information at a faster rate. The scope of 
this project allowed Natalie to get a glimpse of the programming world, as well as the formatting of computer 
languages, and helped her see how they can be used to benefit the world.  

 



 

Choir show 

Under the vision of Mrs. Batinga, another amazing choir performance happened this 
past week!   Entitled, It’s a Musical, these kids sang, danced and played their hearts 
out!  We estimated over 1600 people attended this year---this program is on fire!   

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

Teacher appreciation 

Our awesome PTSA put on a beautiful and delicious garden luncheon for our 
amazing staff!  Thank you to all families that are PTSA members and a huge thank 
you to our board members and volunteers that make all of us here at Lexington feel 
like rock stars! 

 

  

 



 

Athletics championship 

Girls Softball:  3rd place               7th& 8th grade Volleyball:  1st place 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Imagination celebration 2018 

We had several students artwork displayed at the 2018 Imagination Celebration at 
South Coast Plaza.  A parent commented, “Mr. Coombs, let me start by saying that 
Lexington's artwork rocked the 7th and 8th grade exhibits! Our school was well 
represented, this speaks volumes to your work and dedication as an art teacher. 
Thank you!”  I couldn’t agree more!  Here is a picture of one of our students, 
Christian next to his original Jack Skeleton artwork. 

 

 

 



 

Seal of biliteracy 
 

The Biliteracy Attainment Award recognizes students exiting 8th grade for their 
academic achievement in Dual Language, Heritage, or Foreign Language programs. 
The following students fulfilled the criteria to receive the award from the Orange 
County Department of Education. 

Congratulations: 

 

Katherine Bravo   Kiara Rascon    Brianna Ramirez    Gustavo Serrato  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Band teacher of the year 

On Wednesday night, I was honored to attend an awards ceremony for the 
Outstanding Arts Directors in Orange County.  Our very own Mr. Steven Graves was 
named the teacher of the year for middle school band in all of Orange County. 
What an amazing honor!!!!  I am so proud of him and all he does for our students! 
Sometimes being at Lexington, you take for granted just how special our teachers 
and students are!  Way to go!!!! Under the direction of Steve Graves, Lexington Junior 
High School has an amazing band program! The program is often utilized as a 
model for new music teachers and music education majors to observe. The program 
has grown from under 150 students to over 260 students, and the bands at 
Lexington consistently earn “Superior” and “Excellent” ratings from the Southern 
California School Band and Orchestra Association. Lexington has the only regularly 
performing percussion ensemble in the district, and also boasts an indoor drumline 
program that often receives top honors. 

 
Steve has been teaching for 31 years. He believes that regardless of the course 
content, student learning occurs best when the students are inspired and motivated 
to be their best. Motivation is led, in part, by the mantra that “Great musicians come 
from great bands, and great bands come from great classes, which come from 
great people; therefore, we must be great people first.” Although Steve cares deeply 
about students becoming great musicians, he might care more about helping 
students become the best they can be. His curriculum is designed to inspire students 
to excel in all areas by achieving both achieving musical and personal excellence. 
Congratulations Steve, on this well-deserved award! 

   



 

District and Community announcements 

 



 

 



 

 
 
 



 

 

 

The American Society of Civil Engineers,  , has organized a free event for middle and high school 

students and their families. The event includes an engineering career fair and screening of the 

film Dream Big (here’s a link to the trailer https://youtu.be/huVNsT8BIM8).  The event is 

Saturday, May 19 from 10-1pm @ the Frida Cinema, Santa Ana.  The 1st
  showing is 10:15am and 

the 2nd
 showing is 11:30am.  

 For event information or to sign up, visit the website at: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/asce-oc-k-12-outreach-dream-big-event-tickets-45353385196 

 

https://youtu.be/huVNsT8BIM8
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/asce-oc-k-12-outreach-dream-big-event-tickets-45353385196
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/asce-oc-k-12-outreach-dream-big-event-tickets-45353385196
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Check out more information 
on our website! 

  
Lexington Junior High School 

4351 Orange Ave., Cypress, CA 90630 

http://lexington.auhsd.us/
http://lexington.auhsd.us/

